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Summary and Conclusion
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Aim of the current study was to evaluate the ro]
a in the pathogenesis of chronic liver diseases
(HCV). Also, this study aimed at using them as p
for liver fibrosis.
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The present study was conducted on 15 pati i i

. patients with chronic (HCV) and
detectable HCV RNA group, 10 patients with established chronic HCV li\fer cirr)hosis
and reference group of 15 normal subjects matched in age and sex as a control group.
MMP-2,'MMP-9 and TNF-a levels were estimated using commercially available
ELISA kits.

Our results revealed that the MMP2, MMP9 and TNF-a levels showed a
significant elevation in patients with liver fibrosis (F1-F4) compared to control group
(P, 0.001).

Results, also, showed that, there was no significant correlation between the
METAVIR score and MMP2, MMP9 and TNF-o. (P values: 0.166, 0.157 and 0.760
respectively) in chronic HCV (F1-F3) and established liver cirrhosis patients (F4).

In conclusion, MMP2, MMP9 and TNF-a showed high reproducibility to
differentiate patients with liver fibrosis (F1-F4) from control group. On the contrary,

MMP2, MMP9 and TNF-a were not able to differentiate chronic HCV infected

patients (F1-F3) from patients with established liver cirrthosis (F4). Thus our results

suggested that MMP2, MMP9 and TNF
surrogate markers of liver fibrosis.
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